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NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
1:18 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House.
Participating in the event were Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany, in her capacity as President
of the European Council; and President Jose
Manuel Durao Barroso of the European Commis-
sion. President Bush referred to European Union
Commissioner for Trade Peter Mandelson; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia; Minister of Foreign
Affairs Manuchehr Motaki of Iran; and President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. A reporter
referred to European Union Foreign Minister
Javier Solana Madariaga. Chancellor Merkel and
a reporter spoke in German, and their remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Proclamation 8136—Jewish
American Heritage Month, 2007
April 30, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The faith and hard work of Jewish Ameri-
cans have played an integral role in shaping
the cultural fabric of America. During Jewish
American Heritage Month, we celebrate the
vital contributions of Jewish Americans to
our Nation.

Throughout our history, Jewish Americans
have contributed to the strength of our coun-
try and the preservation of our values. The
talent and imagination of these citizens have
helped our Nation prosper, and their efforts
continue to remind us of America’s gift of
religious freedom and the blessings of God’s
steadfast love. Jewish Americans have
worked to promote civil rights and build
bridges of mutual understanding among the
world’s religions. Their deep commitment to
faith and strong ties to family enrich our
country and set a positive example for others.

This month is also a time to recognize the
sacrifices of Jewish Americans who serve our
Nation in the Armed Forces. These brave
men and women are dedicated to freedom’s
cause, and all those who live in freedom live
in their debt.

Jewish American Heritage Month is an op-
portunity to honor the accomplishments of
Jewish-American citizens and to remember
that our Nation is a melting pot of cultures.
I join all Americans in celebrating the rich
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Jewish heritage and the many ways Jewish
Americans contribute to a bright future for
our country.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Jew-
ish American Heritage Month. I call upon
all Americans to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities to honor
Jewish Americans across the country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3.

Proclamation 8137—Loyalty Day,
2007

April 30,2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America was founded by patriots who
risked their lives to bring freedom to our Na-
tion. Today, our citizens are grateful for our
Founding Fathers and confident in the prin-
ciples that lead us forward. On Loyalty Day,
we celebrate the blessings of freedom and
remember our responsibility to continue our
legacy of liberty.

Our Nation has never been united simply
by blood, birth, or soil, but instead has always
been united by the ideals that move us be-
yond our background and teach us what it
means to be Americans. We believe deeply
in freedom and self-government, values em-
bodied in our cherished documents and de-
fended by our troops over the course of gen-
erations. Our citizens hold the truths of our
founding close to their hearts and dem-
onstrate their loyalty in countless ways. We
are inspired by the patriotic service of the
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men and women who wear our Nation’s uni-
form with honor and decency. The military
spouses and families who stand by their loved
ones represent the best of the American spir-
it, and we are profoundly grateful for their
sacrifice. Our country is strengthened by the
millions of volunteers who show deep com-
passion toward their neighbors in need. All
citizens can express their loyalty to the
United States by flying the flag, participating
in our democracy, and learning more about
our country’s grand story of courage and sim-
ple dream of dignity.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as
amended, has designated May 1 of each year
as “Loyalty Day.” This Loyalty Day, and
throughout the year, I ask all Americans to
join me in reaffirming our allegiance to our
Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2007, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to participate in this national observ-
ance and to display the flag of the United
States on Loyalty Day as a symbol of pride
in our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3.

Remarks at MacDill Air Force Base
in Tampa, Florida
May 1, 2007

Thank you all. Thank you all for letting
me come by to say hello. I am proud to ad-
dress the CENTCOM Coalition Conference.
CENTCOM'’s Coalition Village is a welcome
reminder that in the fight against radicals and
extremists and murderers of the innocent, we
stand as one. We appreciate your country’s
contributions to this enormous challenge in
the 21st century.
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I appreciate the fact that your work has
helped to liberate millions of people. I appre-
ciate the fact that your work has helped keep
millions of people safe. And so I thank you
for defending the security of the civilized
world.

I appreciate the fact that Fox Fallon has
taken on this very important command. I can
remember visiting him on the Hawaiian Is-
lands. He had a house that overlooked the
Pacific. It was quite a luxurious place. I told
him, though, Tampa Bay is a good place to
live, and the mission is vital. And so I thank
you for taking it on, Admiral.

I appreciate General Doug Brown, com-
mander of the U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand. I'm proud to be here with General
David Petraeus, commander, Multi-National
Force—Iraq. I thank the coalition members
here. I welcome the ambassadors who have
joined us. I thank Dr. Rubaie, National Secu-
rity Adviser to the Prime Minister of a free
Iraq. It's good to see you, sir. Please give
my very best to the Prime Minister. I thank
the other Iraqis who are here with us. Thank
you for your courage; thank you for your de-
termination; thank you for making history.

CENTCOM has built an impressive
record of achievement in a short period of
time. This command was established by
President Ronald Reagan to deter a Soviet
invasion of the Middle East in the latter days
of the cold war. That era is receding into
memory, but it was a long struggle—one of
constant dangers and one of fierce debates.
Victory often seemed elusive. Yet victory did
come, because America and her allies stood
firm against an empire and an ideology that
vowed to destroy us.

Once again, history has called on great na-
tions to assume great responsibilities. And
once again, it is vital that allies, despite occa-
sional disagreements, hold firm against vi-
cious and determined enemies.

We saw the action of this vicious and de-
termined enemy here in America on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. Terrorists murdered
citizens from more than 80 countries. Since
that September morning, acts of terror have
appeared in places like Mombasa and Casa-
blanca and Riyadh and Jakarta and Istanbul
and London and Amman and Madrid and
Beslan and Bali and Algiers and elsewhere.



